
NEXT MEETING 
May 25, 6:30 PM

 - NOTE LOCATION - 
Mark Twain Middle 

School Library
TOPICS:

• Presentation of  Pat Clay  
  worth Scholarship
• Update from State Rep. 
  Diego Bernal
• Home energy efficiency 
  & solar energy opportuni
  ties from CPS Energy
• Overview of Proposed  
  Bond Projects for 2017

2016 Meeting 
Schedule

Sep. 28 - General Meeting
Oct. 4 - National Night   
              Out
Nov. 16- General Meeting
Dec - Holiday Party, TBD

CONTACT US
avna@ymail.com•	
210.288.4883•	
altavistasa.com•	
facebook.com•	
District 1 Field Office •	
210.207.0900
City Services - 311 •	

Packed Agenda for Last Meeting Before Summer Break!
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Alta Vista is bounded by Hildebrand on the North, San Pedro on the East, the Union Pacific railroad tracks on the west, and  Myrtle on the South
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By Erin Zayko

Let’s hear a round of 
applause for neighbor 

Janice Hines!  Her fundraiser, 
along with other donations, 
raised $600 for the AVNA 
Pat Clayworth Scholar-
ship, awarded each year to a 
former Mark Twain student. 
This year’s recipient is Dan-
iel Ray Medina, and he will 
be honored at the May 25th 
meeting, before he heads to 

Senator Jose Menendez to 
share with him local issues 
affected by state policy.  If you 
have ideas, bring them to the 
meeting (e.g. property tax ap-
praisal methods and speeding). 
Finally, we’ll share a proposal 
for potential bond projects in 
the neighborhood that align 
with Councilman Trevino’s 
priorities for the 2017 bond.

either Baylor or UT Austin to 
pursue his life goal of becom-
ing a neurosurgeon.  Please 
join us to congratulate him! 
State Representative Diego 
Bernal will also be join-
ing us to give an update and 
we’ll hear from CPS Energy 
regarding energy efficiency 
and solar opportunities for 
our neighborhood. We’ll also 
discuss a request from State 

2016 AVNA Board 
President 
Erin Zayko

Vice President 
Claudia Guerra 

Treasurer
Alma Noriega-Sotirhos

Secretary
Krystal Jones 

Members at Large 
Elizabeth Allen 
   Luke Freeman

Mike Wickersham

SUBMIT YOUR 
ALTA VISTA 

PHOTOS
Whether you’re a profes-
sional or amateur photog-
rapher, we’d love to see and 
share your photos of our 
beautiful neighborhood. If 
you have a photo of Alta 
Vista that you’d like to 
share with your neighbors, 
please submit it to avna@
ymail.com with your name 
and a short description of 
the photo and we’ll start 
including selected photos 
in this newsletter and on 
the AVNA Facebook page.

  �

by Diane Backhus, Manager, 
San Pedro Branch Library

GREEN. Forest green.  
Sea green. Lime green. 

Pea green.  This summer the 
San Antonio Public Library 
is all about GREEN. 
The 2016 Mayor’s Sum-
mer Reading Club kicks off 
on June 1 with the option 
of registering online (www.
mysapl.org/srp) or at your 
neighborhood branch.  Mem-
bers of the Reading Club 
receive a reading log (featur-
ing a friendly green frog) to 

track the titles of the books 
they read. Students who read 
eight books (or who listen to 
16) receive a summer reading 
certificate signed by Mayor 
Taylor and can select a free 
paperback book to keep. 
Completed reading logs can 
be submitted through the end 
of August.  

Encour-
aging 
children 
to read 
over the 
summer 
months 

is one of the best ways you can 
support the reading skills they 
developed during the school 
year. So, make reading a family 
priority and don’t forget to 
GO to the San Antonio Pub-
lic Library this summer!

by Mike Wickersham

When I moved into my 
house in Alta Vista way 

back in 1993, my next door 
neighbor was an 85 year old 
lifelong Alta Vista resident, 
Jennie Mae Becher.  We be-
came fast friends and I often 
visited with her in her com-
fortable living room adorned 
with a genuine Louis Comfort 
Tiffany stained glass lamp and 
a baby grand piano that she 
loved to play as she sang in a 
beautiful soprano voice.  
Jennie Mae was an avid story 
teller, and I was an enraptured, 
captured audience.  She moved 
to San Antonio in 1926 and 
spoke of her home at 426 
West Gramercy being one 
of the first to be built in the 
subdivision then known as 
North Haven.  She watched 
as house after house went up 
around her family home, and 
noted that my house was built 
in 1928 by a contractor father 
as a “wedding cottage” for his 
only daughter.  Jennie Mae 
was proud that her Jewish 
family had comfortably settled 
in an area that had been 
previously restricted to Anglo 
only.  It’s hard to believe that 
a neighborhood as diverse as 

Alta Vista, had at one time 
not allowed black or Latino 
families within its boundaries.  
Jennie Mae rode the trolley 
that ran down Flores Street 
towards downtown to get to 
her job at Shaw’s jewelry store 
on Houston Street where she 
worked for many years.  She 
was sad to see the trolleys 
disappear, but chalked it up 
to progress.  Later she would 
catch the #4 bus that ran 
from the corner of Gramercy, 
straight down San Pedro to 
downtown as it does to this 
day.   
On one of our many visits, I 
asked Jennie Mae how her 
family survived the hot Texas 
summers without air condi-
tioning.  She said that they 
never seemed to be bothered 

by the heat.  They threw open 
all the large windows to catch 
the cool breezes that came 
the long distance from the 
Gulf.  I can’t imagine suffer-
ing through a San Antonio 
summer without a frigid air 
conditioner blowing cool 
comfort my way!  I guess 
folks were tougher back then. 
Jennie Mae married in 1944 
and moved with her husband 
to the King William district.  

Unfortunately, her husband 
met an early death, and Jennie 
Mae moved back to her home 
in Alta Vista where she lived 
out the rest of her life.  She 
passed away in 2001 at the age 
of 93.   
Do you have memories of days 
gone by in Alta Vista?  Did 
your parents, grandparents, 
or neighbors share stories of 
what life was like before cars, 
TV’s, HEB, and Walmart?  
Send those stories to AVNA@
ymail.com, and include those 
old family photos of the 
neighborhood.  Maybe you’ll 
see yourself in print in the 
next Alta Vista neighborhood 
newsletter.

Alta Vista-ry: A Look Back at Our Neighborhood's Past

  �

San Pedro Library Summer Reading Club

  �
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We Make Good Neighbors!
by Elizabeth Allen

The hot weather is 
upon us, and that 

means mosquitoes. This 
year morethan ever we 
need to be aware of their 
potential health threat 
and dowhat we can to 
fight them. Zika virus 
was once thought to be 
a mild illness, but is now 
linked to autoimmune 
disease in adults and 
severe birth defects like 
microcephaly in the ba-
bies of women who were 
infected while pregnant.
And it has local health 
officials on alert. As of 
May 4, Texas had 30 
Zika cases that travelers 
had picked up in other 
countries, and no pa-
tients who were infected 
while in Texas - yet.  
While Zika can also be 
spread through sexual 
contact, we will limit our 

advice to managing the most 
common carrier - the mos-
quito. We can all do our part 
by controlling mosquitoes 
as much as possible in our 
neighborhood.
Zika is transmitted by Aedes 
mosquitoes, which bite dur-
ing the day. It was first dis-
covered in Africa, and spread 
to Asia and Latin America.
We have the Aedes mosquito 
here in San Antonio - in your 
backyard.  Aedes also carry 
dengue and chikungunya 
viruses, so that’s triple the 
reason to empty your water 
buckets and old tires, and 
drop an insecticide dunker 
into your open rain barrels. 
You can find ones that are 
advertised as safe for water 
used in vegetable gardens.
Here’s a CDC list of recom-
mendations on protecting 
yourself from bites and con-
trolling mosquitoes outside:

Protect Against Zika
• Use Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)-registered 
insect repellents with one of the following active ingredi-
ents: DEET, picaridin, IR3535, oil of lemon eucalyptus, or 
para-menthane-diol.  Choosing an EPA-registered repellent 
ensures the EPA has evaluated the product for effectiveness. 
When used as directed, EPA-registered insect repellents are 
proven safe and effective, even for pregnant and breast-feeding 
women.
• Always follow the product label instructions.  Reapply insect 
repellent as directed.Do not spray repellent on the skin under 
clothing. If you are also using sunscreen, apply sunscreen be-
fore applying insect repellent.
• Install or repair and use window and door screens.  Do not 
leave doors propped open.
• Once a week, empty and scrub, turn over, cover, or throw out 
any items that hold water like tires, buckets, planters, toys, 
pools, birdbaths, flowerpot saucers, or trash containers. Mos-
quitoes lay eggs near water.
• Tightly cover water storage containers (buckets, cisterns, rain 
barrels) so that mosquitoes cannot get inside to lay eggs.
• For containers without lids, use wire mesh with holes smaller 
than an adult mosquito.
• Use larvicides to treat large containers of water that will not 
be used for drinking and cannot be covered or dumped out.
• Use an outdoor flying insect spray where mosquitoes rest. 
Mosquitoes rest in dark, humid areas like under patio furni-
ture, or under the carport or garage.  When using insecticides, 
always follow label instructions.   �

Aaron Sykes
Award-winning sculptor of monumental work, public 
monuments and principal modeler and contributing 
sculptor of the Washington D.C. WW II Monument

CLASSES
Every Tuesday
$85 per month
Creative Sculpture  -   9a  -  12p  
Human Anatomy - 1230p - 230p
Figure Sculpting   -   630p - 930p
(starting in September)

at the 
Hindes Academy of Fine Art 
615 W. Ashby

Call 219-872-0098 
for more information

JOHN WILKINS  
REMAX Preferred 
Realtor Associate

(210) 591-9414 
johnwilkins@remax.net 

1846 N Loop 1604 W Ste. 205 
San Antonio, TX 78248

Avery 5371

AVNA 2016 Membership Form
Individual - $10/year       Business - $20/year (includes one business 
card sized ad in newsletter for one month)

Name(s):                                                 Address:

Phone(s):                                                Email(s): 

Pay online at altavistasa.com or fill out and return with a 
check  to: Alta Vista Neighborhood Association 
                     PO Box 15033 
                    San Antonio, TX 78212

Your voluntary, affordable AVNA membership dues sup-
port our printed newsletter and fun activities like outdoor 
movie nights, National Night Out, the Holiday Party, and 
more.  Dues are $10 per individual, and $20 for businesses.  
Send your check using the form below, or pay online at 
altavistasa.com. Not sure if you’re a 2016 member, email 
avna@ymail.com to find out.

Join AVNA Today!

SAVE THE DATE for FREE IMMUNIZATIONS!

FREE Immunizations at Mark Twain 
August 12, 12pm - 4pm

Availalbe for all school-age children  
 

Submitted by Faith Convening


