
NEXT MEETING 
May 25, 6:30 PM

 - NOTE LOCATION - 
Mark Twain Middle 

School Library
TOPICS: 

TBD
2016 Meeting 

Schedule
Sep. 28 - General Meeting
Oct. 4 - National Night   
              Out
Nov. 16- General Meeting
Dec - Holiday Party, TBD

CONTACT US
avna@ymail.com•	
210.288.4883•	
altavistasa.com•	
facebook.com•	
District 1 Field Office •	
210.207.0900
City Services - 311 •	

How the Water Works at San Pedro Springs Park
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Alta Vista is bounded by Hildebrand on the North, San Pedro on the East, the Union Pacific railroad tracks on the west, and  Myrtle on the South
PO Box 15033 • San Antonio TX • 78212

By Erin Zayko

May 2016 will mark one 
year that the main 

spring pools at San Pedro 
Springs Park have been con-
tinuously, if not completely, 
filled with ground water 
pushed out of four openings 
by pressure in the rain-
swollen Artesian Zone of the 
Edwards Aquifer, over which 
the Park is situated. This is 
remarkable considering that 
spring flows have steadily de-
clined since the advent of well 
drilling in the area towards 
the end of 19th century, with 
long periods of cessation. 
Natural spring flows once 
filled a small natural lake 
below San Pedro Springs and 
continued to supply water to 
San Antonio’s first municipal 
swimming pool built into the 
lake bed in 1923.  By 1954, 
the Springs were mostly de-
pleted and a smaller rectangu-
lar pool was constructed and 
filled with chlorinated city 
water.

Pumping restrictions and 
heavy rains in the early ‘90s 
brought life back to the 
Springs, and renewed interest 
in the Park.  After the adop-
tion of a Park Master Plan in 
1993, and many controver-
sies, such as the placement 
of a fence around the pool, 
the freshly renovated 
San Pedro Springs Park 
opened nearly a decade 
later in May 2000 thanks 
in part to the hard work 
of many Alta Vista resi-
dents.     
Today, potable municipal 
water is pumped into 
the pool to the tune of 
4.8 million gallons in 
2015.  It is circulated 
year-round, and treated 
to swimming pool code 
standards during the 
summer months.  The 
“waterfall” feature at the 
north end of the pool 
is water returning from 
its journey around the 
recirculation system.  A 
water-leveler system—a 
series of valves and 

change or are noticeable only 
by soggy ground.  The Grotto, 
the conical shaped structure 
made of “rocks, pebbles, and 
quartz” (National Parks Ser-
vice) located southeast of the 
pool, is believed to have been 
constructed above a spring 
in the 1880s, as a summer 
house for keeping people and 
food cool.  Today, potable city 
water issues from the top of 
the Grotto. The fountain was 
repaired in late February of 
this year, heralding the return 
of vegetation on its surface as 
long as aquifer levels remain 
sufficient. The Grotto is con-
sidered a decorative fountain 
and will be turned off in the 
event of Stage 1 water restric-
tions.   With any luck, and a 
lot more rain, the San Pedro 
Springs and the Grotto may 
continue to flow through the 
hot summer months—12 
months and counting! Go 
Springs Go!
Sources: www.edwardsaquifer.net/
sps; National Park Service, “San 
Pedro Springs Park, Texas,” 1996; 
Bill Pennell, Assistant Manager, Park 
Planning and his great staff at the 
San Antonio Parks and Recreation 
Department. 

sensors—adds and drains 
water as necessary to maintain 
a steady level. 
The pool holds just under 1 
million gallons of water and 
is scheduled for one regular 
cleaning each year, but may 
also be drained and cleaned 
of sediment and debris after 
heavy storms.  Drained pool 
water, and spring water, when 
we are lucky to have it, follow 
two separate paths to dis-
charge into the concrete-lined 

portions 
of San 
Pedro 
Creek 
within 
the Park’s 
bound-
aries, 
headed 
for the 
Dos Rios 
water 
recycling 
facil-

ity managed by SAWS.  The 
swampy area just west of the 
pool is actually three springs 
that also drain to the Creek. 
More than a dozen springs 
are located in San Pedro 
Park, though many of their 
openings have been lost to 
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ISLAND CLEANUP  
May 7th 9AM 

Bring your gloves and garden 
tools and join your neighbors 
at the traffic island for our 
annual island cleanup on 
Saturday, May 7th at 9am.
The landscaped traffic islands 
at W. King’s Highway and 
Gramercy were installed in 
memory of two dedicated 
residents who departed this 
earth too soon, former 
AVNA President Jimmy 
Contreras and resident
Jessica Zembala.
It’s been about a year since 
our last cleanup effort, and 
the recent rains have caused 
an explosion of growth of 
weeds.  That’s why we need 
your help.  No need to RSVP 
- just grab your tools and 
show up on May 7th!
Enjoy the weather, share in 
camraderie with your neigh-
bors, and help beautify the 
neighborhood.  You don’t 
have to stay the whole time - 
every bit helps!

  �

Aaron Sykes
Award-winning sculptor of monumental work, public 
monuments and principal modeler and contributing 
sculptor of the Washington D.C. WW II Monument

CLASSES
Every Tuesday
$85 per month
Creative Sculpture  -   9a  -  12p  
Human Anatomy - 1230p - 230p
Figure Sculpting   -   630p - 930p
(starting in September)

at the 
Hindes Academy of Fine Art 
615 W. Ashby

Call 219-872-0098 
for more information
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We Make Good Neighbors!
by Rod Sanchez
Director, City of San Antonio 
Development Serivces

Oak Wilt is a deadly 
fungal disease that 

infects and disables the 
water-conducting system 
in oak trees. All Oaks 
are susceptible to this 
disease, but some species 
more than others. With 
no known cure, methods 
to control are expensive 
and treatments are not 
always effective or guar-
anteed.
Oak Wilt is prevalent 
in Central Texas and 
spreads both above and 
below ground. Fungal 
mats develop under 
the bark on the trunks 
and major branches of 
infected Red oak trees. 
When the fungal mat 
enlarges and cracks the 
bark of the tree, an odor 
is released that attracts 
sap-feeding beetles. The 
fungus is transmitted 
when these beetles feed 
on the fungal mats and 
carry fungal spores to 
fresh wounds or cuts on 
healthy oak trees. Be-

cause oak trees have inter-
connected roots, the disease 
can be spread below ground 
through grafted root systems, 
eventually killing great num-
bers of oak trees in the area.
Trees are an important public 
resource that enhance the 
quality of life, add value to 
properties and reduce en-
ergy costs and pollutants. 
Our City Arborist has some 
tips you can follow to help 
prevent Oak Wilt in your 
neighborhood:

Minimize pruning oak trees 
between February 1 and July 
1. This is when the Oak Wilt 

fungus is most active.
Best time to prune trees is 

either in the middle of the sum-
mer, when temperatures are 

the hottest, or in late fall/early 
winter months when tempera-

tures can be the coldest.
Paint all cuts and wounds on 
oak trees within 30 minutes.
Remove Red Oaks identified 

with Oak Wilt.
Know where your firewood 
comes from. Don’t transport 
unseasoned firewood from 

diseased Red Oaks.

Protecting Our Urban Tree Canopy
Make sure contractors doing 

tree pruning have a valid, city 
issued tree maintenance license 

and proper training.

If you suspect Oak Wilt in 
your neighborhood, contact 
the Texas Forest Service at 

(210) 494-1742.
For additional recommenda-
tions and information, you can 
visit the TFS Texas Oak Wilt.

Org website at:
http://texasoakwilt.org/
oakwilt/oak-wilt-manage-
ment/
Eight Step Program to 
Oak Wilt Management:
http://plantdiseasehand-
book.tamu.edu/landscaping/
eight-step-program-to-oak-
wilt-management/ 

Featuring original artwork by 
San Antonio artisits
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