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Alta Vista is bounded by Hildebrand on the North, San Pedro on the East, the Union Pacific railroad tracks on the west, and  Myrtle on the South

By Erin Zayko

Summer is over and we’re 
back in the swing of things 

at the September 24 general 
assembly meeting.  On the 
agenda is a vote for fewer 
general assembly meetings, 
a concept given tentative 
approval by members at the 
May meeting.  
As promised, we researched 
what changes, if any, would 
be warranted in the bylaws 
to accommodate this change, 
including the addition of an 
email voting process for time-
sensitive and broad-reaching 

fic studies.  The implementa-
tion of any subsequent recom-
mendations from the studies 
will be contingent on general 
assembly approval and avail-
ability of funding.
Finally, we’ll welcome our 
returning SAFFE Officer, 
Erik Doyle.  Also slated is 
an update on our community 
planning efforts, Patsy’s and 
the Quiet Zone. Please take 
note of the new temporary 
location for this meeting, 615 
W. Ashby, formerly Kriterion, 
soon-to-be art gallery, studio, 
and B&B. 

issues.  Email voting and a 
draft 2015 operating calendar 
will be discussed ahead of tak-
ing the vote. 
In keeping with the “public 
safety” priority determined 
at the beginning of the year, 
neighborhood traffic issues are 
also on this month’s agenda. 
We’ll solicit your feedback 
to identify streets with traffic 
problems like unheeded stop 
signs, speeding, and conges-
tion.  At a future meeting 
we’ll vote to prioritize the top 
three streets and then work 
with District 1 to obtain traf-   �

by Erin Zayko

Get into the spooky Hal-
loween spirit at our First 

Annual Great Pumpkin Party 
on October 25, then keep it 
spooky in the ‘hood on Hal-
loween night. That’s right!  So 
many families have asked for 
trick-or-treating in the neigh-
borhood that we’re making it a 
THING this year.  Participating 
is as easy as giving and getting 
candy for the kiddos on Hal-
loween night.  You can also in-

clude your house on our official 
Trick-or Treat Treasure Map, 
so kids can search out the best 
candy in Alta Vista.  Get on the 

map by emailing avna@ymail.
com.  We’ll distribute the maps 
at the Great Pumpkin Party 
the Saturday before Halloween 

and digitally to members 
and residents.  Participat-
ing houses will receive an 
AVNA Halloween themed 
“totem” to signify their 
participation the night of.  
To top it all off, we’ll award 
a $50 dollar HEB gift-
certificate to the spookiest 
house in the neighborhood, 
so brush off those cobwebs 
and use them to decorate!  
Let’s do this!

Trick or Treat Here This Year

Hunt for the best candy!
Get on the Trick-or-Treat map!

Receive a special “totem”!
$50 for spookiest decorations!

THANK YOU, BEN
WELCOME JEN

Please join us in thanking 
former board member and 
Vice President, Ben Judson 
for two years of valuable 
service to the Association 
and the neighborhood.  
Over the summer, Ben and 
his wife Callie Enlow, left 
San Antonio for California 
after Callie accepted a job as 
managing editor of GOOD 
magazine. Congrats to them 
both! Among many other 
things, Ben modernized our 
website, enabling a smarter, 
slicker user-interface and 
online payments.  His 
thoughtful approach to 
neighborhood issues and his 
keen sense for using art and 
language to shape commu-
nity will be sorely missed.  

Stepping in to take-his place 
for the remainder of the year 
is the ever-passionate and 
creative Jennifer Khosbhin, 
whom the board voted in 
at our September board 
meeting per the AVNA by-
laws.  Jennifer adds newly-
appointed Vice President to 
her other AVNA title, Chair 
of the Arts & Entertain-
ment Committee. Welcome 
Jen!  

  �



By Peggy Howe

Donna is a barrista ex-
traordinaire. This should 

come as no surprise as she has 
been a barrista since she was 
12! Her father, a veteran bar 
and restaurant owner, allowed 
Donna, as a tyke, to serve 
coffee to his patrons. She was 
paid in muffins. This early 
training, she believes, is at the 
root of her lifelong attraction 
to the coffee bean. 
Donna’s official title is Day 
Manager and Queen of Coffee 
at The Beat Street Coffee Co. 
and Bistro.
From Tuesday through Sunday 
she can be found at 2512 N 
Main between Mistletoe and 
Woodlawn cheerfully serv-
ing up Iced Toddies, Zingers, 
Mocha Frappés, Handmade 
Chai Teas and Shaken Lemon 
Aids.

Also on the menu are Chef 
John Carpenter’s delectable 
small dishes. Full disclosure: 
This is my favorite restaurant 
in San Antonio. On a frequent 
basis I am tortured as I try 
to choose between the house 

ground-short rib burger or the 
seared quail or the vegetables a 
la plancha or….
Did you know that September 
19 is a “National Talk Like 
a Pirate Day”? On this date, 
Donna Brooks and others in 
the know dress up like pirates 
and swagger around speaking 
“pirate”.  Aaaaargh, matey.
Another bit of information 
to complete your day: did you 
know that Howard Payne Uni-
versity in Brownwood, Texas 
has the same theme song as 
the TV show, Cheers? Donna 
says this is because her alma 
mater is so small that everyone 
knows your name.
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CONVERSATIONS 
IN HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION

What does historic des-
ignation mean to you and 
your property? The Office 
of Historic Preservation 
will host three conversa-
tions to explain and discuss 
the process and impact of 
historic designation. The 
community is encouraged 
to attend and ask questions.

¿Qué significa la desig-
nación histórica para usted 
y su propiedad? La Oficina 
de Conservación Histórica 
pre-sentará tres pláticas para 
explicar y discutir el proceso 
y impacto de la designación 
histórica. Alentamos al públi-
co a participar y hacer pre-
guntas.

Wednesday, September 17  
6:30 to 8:30 pm
Lamar Elementary 
201 Parland Place

Saturday, October 4 
9:00 to 11:00 am
Mexican American Unity 
Council 
2300 W. Commerce
Community Room

Wednesday, October 15  
6:00 to 8:00 pm
Bode Community Center 
Gym 
901 Rigsby

For more information, call 
(210) 207-3327

Para más información, llame 
al (210) 207-0241

We Make Good Neighbors!

Familiar Faces 
A Conversation with Donna Brooks
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2014 AVNA Board 
President 
Erin Zayko

VicePresident 
Jennifer Khoshbin 

Treasurer
Alma Noriega-Sotirhos

Secretary
Claudia Guerra 

Members at Large 
Peggy Howe 

Maricel de Leon Stephen 
Elizabeth Allen

  �

Thank you to our business members & advertisers!

Webmaster Needed

Know WordPress? We’re 
in need of a volunteer 
for website mainte-

nance, 3-5 hours a month.
Contact avna@ymail.com 


