
 

 

and most recently our newest 
addition Porchfest – where 8 
porches were set up with live 
music happening all day long 
throughout Alta Vista and Beacon 
Hill.  

We hope you have enjoyed one, 
some, or all of these events. Each 
fall we do a little fundraising to 
keep things going financially, so 
that all the events are free for all.  
Please reach out to 
jenkhoshbin@gmail.com if you are 
interested in working with us on 
planning neighborhood events, or 
if you have a community event 
you’d like us to help support! 

— Jen Khoshbin 

Alta Vista is bounded by Hildebrand on the North, San Pedro on the East, the Union Pacific railroad tracks on the West, and Myrtle on the South 

 

 
  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT COMMITTEE… 

 

 

NEXT MEETING 
November 29, 6:30 PM 

 Mark Twain Middle School 
Cafeteria 

 

TOPICS: 
  •   AVNA Board  Elections 
  •   Transportation Corridor 

Plan for San Pedro Ave. 
  •   NCD update and survey 
  •   Mark Twain Mentoring 

      Program 
 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

    avna@ymail.com 

    www.altavistana.org 

    avnablog.wordpress.com 

    Alta Vista Neighborhood  
Association Facebook page 
    City Council District 1 Field 
Office,  210-207-0900; or email at 
District1@sanantonio.gov 

    SAFFE Officer Brian Bigler, 
210-207-7413 or 210-219-0184 
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President 

Claudia Guerra 
Vice President 
David Garza 

Treasurer 
Anita Vela-Johnson 

Secretary 
Tino Gallegos 

Members at Large 
Edwin Blanton 
Donna Guerra 

Alma Noriega Sotirhos 
Past President 

Erin Zayko 

 

 

 

OVERHEARD IN ALTA VISTA  

Conversations happen daily on our Facebook page – you’re invited to 
keep up with the neighborhood. Join in at the following link: 

http://bit.ly/1i8TqmG 

 
Halloween 2017 was a success in Alta Vista, aided by Zayko and 

Zebrowski’s spooktacular map of houses giving out tricks and treats! 

    “Reporting this was our best year in 7 for trick or treaters! 
Maybe 50 kids in all - so much fun! Thanks for the map!” 

   “Best year yet despite the rain.” 
   “Just 5 years ago we only passed out a few candies. 

Tonight has been a steady stream of fun!” 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENT 
    11th Annual On & Off Fredericksburg Road Studio Tour 
 2/16/18 - Preview Party at Bihl Haus; 2/17 & 2/18 - On & Off Fred  
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     2017 

SERVE 300 SA – AVNA Participation 
in the SA 300 Tricentennial! 

 

Next year as San Antonio celebrates its 
Tricentennial, Serve 300 SA is one of the 
pillars of the celebratory year as residents 
come together to volunteer in city-wide 
community service projects. In Alta Vista, 
we solicited your ideas and submitted two 
proposals – and -- both proposals were 
approved! In March 2018, the project will 
include working on a restoration project in 
San Pedro Springs Park. In the autumn, the 
project involves an alley clean-up and 
revitalization project. Follow the AVNA 
Facebook page or AVNA blog for more  
details and learn how you can volunteer!  

 — Edwin Blanton 
 

 

AVNA BOARD UPDATE 
 

Looking back on 2017, Alta Vista has had a good year. We’ve seen several 
positive developments, such as bond funding for San Pedro Park and a 
police substation that will service our area and neighborhoods around us. 
The update of our NCD standards has begun as has the process for 
correcting zoning mistakes in Alta Vista. Our Council District representative, 
Councilman Trevino, has been responsive to issues concerning demolitions 
and incompatible development which has led to increased attention to 
review of demolition applications and notice of permits being issued. And 
luckily, some anticipated incompatible developments never materialized. 
Unfortunately, we do have two or three cases of developments that have 
had negative impact. We are looking forward to the final results of the NCD 
update to ensure that this never happens again. This fall we saw the 
unfortunate departure of a much beloved business in Alta Vista, Press 
Coffee. We look forward to their return in a new mobile trailer option 
sometime in the near future. But we also celebrate the success of other 
new businesses such as Scratch Kitchen, the Rose Bush, and Outlaw 
Kitchens. Alta Vista is also home to other types of businesses that have 
called the neighborhood their home for many years. Whether convenience 
stores, architecture studios or technological hub, Alta Vista has a 
community of entrepreneurs that add to our neighborhood’s vitality. Alta 
Vista is located in a prime area, close to downtown and with a historic 
sense of place that is sure to attract more businesses and yes, developers. 
But with the right tools and support, this can be a positive change, and the 
Alta Vista Neighborhood Association plays a key role in garnering the 
support we need from elected officials and the creation of the tools we 
need. We had a good year in that regard. Come to our November 29 
meeting and help us have another good year, by selecting next year’s slate 
of officers. See you then!    — Claudia Guerra, President 

 

  
 

Alta Vista Arts Committee formed 
as a small collective of friends 
here in AV that wanted to 
continue to foster a shared sense 
of community, and do so through 
fun artistic events and gatherings. 
We began organizing privately, but 
quickly realized that it would be 
much more fun to open it up to 
the broader community and 
welcome more and more folks 
into our homes and lives.  
Our committee meets over coffee 
or a beer two to three times a year 
to brainstorm on what fun we 
might create each new season. We 
organize San Pedro Park Tours & 
Picnics, Playhouse Night Out, 
Neighborhood Movie Night, 

Community Bike Ride & Tour,  
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San Pedro Springs Park Update  
 

The 2017 Bond awarded San Pedro Springs Park $1.8 million. The money is to be used to finish the unfinished walking trail. 
We are quite lucky that our park survived the Park Bond Public Meetings. There were a tremendous amount of folks 
expressing their wishes for funds. The original amount that was recommended for San Pedro was $1.8 million. The Friends 
were allowed to speak at a meeting and made their plea to keep the funds intact. It seemed to have fallen on the correct ears 
because we received the full amount without any trouble. According to the City, public meetings for the park trail project will 
begin in January or February.  Those that have visited the park lately have noticed the construction going on in the south end  

of the park. Twelve new stone picnic tables have been constructed by 
some excellent stone masons. These tables have replaced the old wood 
ones. The funds did not come from the bond money. Thanks to City of San 
Antonio Parks and Recreation for the long-time requested tables. 
Please stay in touch with the Park. Join the Friends of San Pedro Springs 
Park (free) by contacting Hector Cardenas at hc747@grandecom.net to 
join.  Visit www.fspsp.org and www.edwardsaquifer.net for some great 
info on our underground water system.    

       —Hector Cardenas, President, Friends of San Pedro Springs Park 
 
 

 

  

 

  

It’s Property Tax Time Again… 
Texas law gives property owners the right to protest their property tax appraisals. You may request an appeal at the Bexar County 
Appraisal District (BCAD) regarding various issues, such as the market or appraised value of your property; the unequal appraisal of your 
property compared to others in your area; exemptions that may apply to you; or, the taxable status of your property.  Basically, you may 
appeal any action taken by the chief appraiser, appraisal district or appraisal review board that applies to and adversely affects you.  
Effective September 1, 2017, the deadline to file for protest has been changed to May 15, 2018.  You can submit an appeal electronically 
through the bcad.org website, by mail, or in person. When filing your protest, ALWAYS ask for the evidence packet, as it contains 
comparisons of home sales used by the appraiser to determine your property value. You should review this information before your 
hearing so that you can provide evidence that could lower your appraisal. Visit the BCAD website for more information. //  
Fecha tope para protestar es 15 de mayo.  Enlaces, formularios, y consejos siguen: 

New Animal Ordinance Laws passed, October 5, 2017 
City Council recently passed an update to the city animal laws. Here are a few excerpts from the Code of 
Ordinances, Chapter 5-Animals ( link to read the entire Ordinance) of interest to neighborhood residents. 

 

Sec. 5-6. – Standard of care. 
An owner, keeper or temporary owner of an animal is required to provide his animals with humane care and treatment 
as follows: Access to an adequate supply of fresh air;  Species-specific food; Fresh water; Exercise;  Shelter, as defined by 
this Code; and Veterinary care when needed to prevent suffering. 
Sec. 5-19. – Leash and pooper scooper required. 
An animal owner or keeper shall not walk an animal without a leash restraint…shall not guide or take animals onto the 
yards or driveways of property not owned, leased or occupied by the animal owner for the purpose of allowing the 
animal to defecate… and shall carry a container and implement for the sanitary removal of the animal’s fecal matter… 
Sec. 5-20. – Fastening animals with rope or chain; choker collar. 
(a) No animal shall be hitched, tied or fastened by any tying device and must wear a properly fitted collar or harness 
made of leather or nylon, not of the choker type. (b) An owner may not tether an unattended animal outside by use of a 
restraint that is composed primarily of a chain. (d) An animal that is tethered must have access to adequate shelter, clean 
water, dry ground and shade from direct sunlight at all times. 
(g) In accordance with the Texas Health and Safety Code, an owner may not leave a dog outside and unattended by use 
of a restraint that unreasonably limits the dog’s movement in the case of extreme weather conditions. 
Also, residents can now have eight chickens within city limits, including one rooster. An excess animal permit is required 
to increase the flock, with a limit of one rooster per 10 hens. The required permit and inspection fee cost $50 per year. 

To report a violation, call city customer services 311; or, call Animal Care Services Division at 210-737-1600 or 
210-287-2778 

I always wonder about things. Where did it come from? What happened to it? 
Why does it like that? Questions constantly run through my mind and our 
neighborhood leaves me with little want for inspiration. One particular puzzle 
is 725 W. Ashby. It has always been boarded up. It is an ugly, scary, and 
neglected, boarded-up box. But, I still wonder… 
 

One day I came across an old picture at the Institute of Texas Cultures as a part 
of the UTSA collection. It was taken at San Pedro Springs Park, with Ashby 
Street in the background, and there IT was, 725 W. Ashby. I had no idea. It was 
a house… and, WHAT a house! It reminds me of 702 W. French. 
 

So, how did an amazing house turn into THAT!? I had to find out, so I searched 
through old newspapers: In 1928 the whole house was furnished and listed for 
rent. In 1933, rooms were offered for rent to gentlemen, offering 
housekeeping. In 1944, it was home to a family named Clamp whose patriarch 
died in 1951. After that it was listed as having apartments to rent. In 1975 it 
was bought by the Theosophical Society as home to their San Antonio branch. 
Now, since 2017, it belongs to the San Pedro Playhouse.* 
 

This is not a complete story. I still wonder why it was all walled up. But now 
that I can picture it as the amazing house it was, I no longer see an eyesore. I 
see a family standing on their wrap around porch, overlooking San Pedro 
Springs Park as the city’s downtown skyline lights up in the distance. 
Welcome home to Alta Vista!               — Steven Alvarado 
*See La Prensa, June 10, 2017 story at this link: https://laprensasa.com/news/ 
local-family-donates-land-expand-playhouse-san-antonio/ 

Around Alta Vista – Now and Then 

 

 

The Eyesore that Wasn’t — 725 W. Ashby 

 

 

 

BECOME A MEMBER 
AVNA membership dues are paid for the 

calendar year. At this time there are 
four categories of membership: 

Individual -  $10/person 
Business -  $20/business 

Individual Associate* - $10/person 
Business Associate* - $20/person 

[*Associate membership is for non-residents of 
Alta Vista, who may speak at meetings but have 
no voting rights.] 

There are no household memberships. 
Each person in a household must pay the $10 
dues in order to be considered a member. 
Payment is easy by credit card using PayPal. 
Or, send cash, check or money order to: 

AVNA 
P.O. Box 12174 
San Antonio, TX 78212 

 

 

     

   

BCAD.org  M-F, 8am-5pm  411 North Frio  San Antonio, TX  78207  Customer Service: (210) 224-2432  Fax: (210) 242-2454 
Application Residential Homestead Exemption: http://www.bcad.org/data/_uploaded/file/PDFs/fpsedli.pdf 
Formulario para solicitar exenciones de impuestos residenciales:  http://www.bcad.org/data/_uploaded/file/PDFs/fpsedli.pdf 
Property Taxpayer Remedies: http://www.bcad.org/data/_uploaded/file/PDFs/96-295.pdf 
Recursos Disponibles a los Propietarios Contribuyentes: 
http://www.bcad.org/data/_uploaded/file/PDFs/PROPERTY%20TAXPAYER%20REMEDIES%20-%20SPANISH.pdf 
 
 
 
residenciales 
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San Pedro Springs Park Update  
 

The 2017 Bond awarded San Pedro Springs Park $1.8 million. The money is to be used to finish the unfinished walking trail. 
We are quite lucky that our park survived the Park Bond Public Meetings. There were a tremendous amount of folks 
expressing their wishes for funds. The original amount that was recommended for San Pedro was $1.8 million. The Friends 
were allowed to speak at a meeting and made their plea to keep the funds intact. It seemed to have fallen on the correct ears 
because we received the full amount without any trouble. According to the City, public meetings for the park trail project will 
begin in January or February.  Those that have visited the park lately have noticed the construction going on in the south end  

of the park. Twelve new stone picnic tables have been constructed by 
some excellent stone masons. These tables have replaced the old wood 
ones. The funds did not come from the bond money. Thanks to City of San 
Antonio Parks and Recreation for the long-time requested tables. 
Please stay in touch with the Park. Join the Friends of San Pedro Springs 
Park (free) by contacting Hector Cardenas at hc747@grandecom.net to 
join.  Visit www.fspsp.org and www.edwardsaquifer.net for some great 
info on our underground water system.    

       —Hector Cardenas, President, Friends of San Pedro Springs Park 
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Texas law gives property owners the right to protest their property tax appraisals. You may request an appeal at the Bexar County 
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as follows: Access to an adequate supply of fresh air;  Species-specific food; Fresh water; Exercise;  Shelter, as defined by 
this Code; and Veterinary care when needed to prevent suffering. 
Sec. 5-19. – Leash and pooper scooper required. 
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Sec. 5-20. – Fastening animals with rope or chain; choker collar. 
(a) No animal shall be hitched, tied or fastened by any tying device and must wear a properly fitted collar or harness 
made of leather or nylon, not of the choker type. (b) An owner may not tether an unattended animal outside by use of a 
restraint that is composed primarily of a chain. (d) An animal that is tethered must have access to adequate shelter, clean 
water, dry ground and shade from direct sunlight at all times. 
(g) In accordance with the Texas Health and Safety Code, an owner may not leave a dog outside and unattended by use 
of a restraint that unreasonably limits the dog’s movement in the case of extreme weather conditions. 
Also, residents can now have eight chickens within city limits, including one rooster. An excess animal permit is required 
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that I can picture it as the amazing house it was, I no longer see an eyesore. I 
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and most recently our newest 
addition Porchfest – where 8 
porches were set up with live 
music happening all day long 
throughout Alta Vista and Beacon 
Hill.  

We hope you have enjoyed one, 
some, or all of these events. Each 
fall we do a little fundraising to 
keep things going financially, so 
that all the events are free for all.  
Please reach out to 
jenkhoshbin@gmail.com if you are 
interested in working with us on 
planning neighborhood events, or 
if you have a community event 
you’d like us to help support! 
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Next year as San Antonio celebrates its 
Tricentennial, Serve 300 SA is one of the 
pillars of the celebratory year as residents 
come together to volunteer in city-wide 
community service projects. In Alta Vista, 
we solicited your ideas and submitted two 
proposals – and -- both proposals were 
approved! In March 2018, the project will 
include working on a restoration project in 
San Pedro Springs Park. In the autumn, the 
project involves an alley clean-up and 
revitalization project. Follow the AVNA 
Facebook page or AVNA blog for more  
details and learn how you can volunteer!  

 — Edwin Blanton 
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Looking back on 2017, Alta Vista has had a good year. We’ve seen several 
positive developments, such as bond funding for San Pedro Park and a 
police substation that will service our area and neighborhoods around us. 
The update of our NCD standards has begun as has the process for 
correcting zoning mistakes in Alta Vista. Our Council District representative, 
Councilman Trevino, has been responsive to issues concerning demolitions 
and incompatible development which has led to increased attention to 
review of demolition applications and notice of permits being issued. And 
luckily, some anticipated incompatible developments never materialized. 
Unfortunately, we do have two or three cases of developments that have 
had negative impact. We are looking forward to the final results of the NCD 
update to ensure that this never happens again. This fall we saw the 
unfortunate departure of a much beloved business in Alta Vista, Press 
Coffee. We look forward to their return in a new mobile trailer option 
sometime in the near future. But we also celebrate the success of other 
new businesses such as Scratch Kitchen, the Rose Bush, and Outlaw 
Kitchens. Alta Vista is also home to other types of businesses that have 
called the neighborhood their home for many years. Whether convenience 
stores, architecture studios or technological hub, Alta Vista has a 
community of entrepreneurs that add to our neighborhood’s vitality. Alta 
Vista is located in a prime area, close to downtown and with a historic 
sense of place that is sure to attract more businesses and yes, developers. 
But with the right tools and support, this can be a positive change, and the 
Alta Vista Neighborhood Association plays a key role in garnering the 
support we need from elected officials and the creation of the tools we 
need. We had a good year in that regard. Come to our November 29 
meeting and help us have another good year, by selecting next year’s slate 
of officers. See you then!    — Claudia Guerra, President 
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here in AV that wanted to 
continue to foster a shared sense 
of community, and do so through 
fun artistic events and gatherings. 
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Our committee meets over coffee 
or a beer two to three times a year 
to brainstorm on what fun we 
might create each new season. We 
organize San Pedro Park Tours & 
Picnics, Playhouse Night Out, 
Neighborhood Movie Night, 

Community Bike Ride & Tour,  
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