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NEW WEBSITE!

Alta Vista has a new home 
on the web (but the address 
hasn’t changed). 

AltaVistaSA.com has been 
updated with a new design, 
and a new management 
system that will make it 
easier for the board to keep 
the site up to date. You can 
now pay your dues online, 
make donations to AVNA, 
download newsletters, read 
about the history of the 
neighborhood, and more. 

We always welcome feed-
back, so please let us know 
if something is missing! 

Alta Vista is bounded by Hildebrand on the North, San Pedro on the East, the Union Pacific railroad tracks on the west, and  Myrtle on the South

along Ashby.  The councilper-
son agreed that money saved by 
preserving the sidewalk along 
Flores could be shifted to pro-
vide a much needed sidewalk 
along Ashby. 
On May 7, the Historic Design 
and Review Commission ap-
proved the current plan with 
stipulations. HDRC will for a 
second time review the design 
plan with the incorporation of 
the comments from the May 
6 public meeting. A date for 
the second HDRC review has 
not been set. Groundbreaking 
on the park improvements is 
expected in November. 

By Erin Zayko

To devote more of our 
time to adequately ad-

dressing the myriad issues 
that confront the neighbor-
hood association, the board 
of directors are considering to 
reduce the number of yearly 
general meetings from seven 
to four quarterly meetings.   
At the May general meeting, 
we’ll lay out our tentative plan 
for the idea of fewer meet-
ings.  With a favorable vote 
from the general assembly, 
the board will finalize a plan 
and then draft any necessary 

Party and you will continue to 
see the newsletter published 9 
months out of the year.  
Time not spent on planning so 
many general meetings means 
more attentiveness to issues 
that impact our neighborhood.  
Staying on top of the details 
takes time and we hope you 
will support our plan at this 
month’s meeting. 
Also on the agenda is an 
update about Patsy’s, the 
abandoned property at 2602 
N. Flores.

changes to the bylaws and 
present them for a final vote 
when we all reconvene after 
summer break in September.  
Fewer meetings doesn’t mean 
less time together.  Our plan 
includes more social events 
like the popular movie night 
in the park and historical and 
ecological walking and biking 
tours through the neighbor-
hood, and informative, fun 
workshops like kite making 
and historic home repair. 
We’ll continue our annual 
traditions like Neighborhood 
Night Out and the Holiday 

AVNA 2014 Membership Form
Residential - $10/year
Business - $20/year (includes 
one business card sized ad in 
newsletter for one month)

Name(s):                                                 
Address:
Phone(s):                                                
Email(s): 

NEW!
Pay online at 

altavistasa.com 
or fill out and return with a 

check  to: 
Alta Vista 

Neighborhood Association 
PO Box 15033 

San Antonio, TX 78212
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By Erin Zayko

At a public meeting on May 
6, District One Council-

man Diego Bernal presented 
the latest plan for San Pedro 
Springs Park improvements 
which centers on the addition 
of a mile long lighted path 
through the park.  This was the 
third public input meeting for 
the plan since the passage of 
the 2012 bond package which 
funded the project.  The latest 
plan excludes the removal of 
the historic Works Progress 
Administration (WPA) walls 
along Ashby and preserves sev-
eral palm trees in the northwest 
corner of the park.
 Constituent reception to the 
new plan was generally positive 
although additional consider-
ations were raised.  The current 
plan calls for the demolition 
of the existing sidewalk along 
Flores, leaving only the me-
andering new walking trail 

San Pedro Springs Park 
Improvements Update

as a path.  Ease of use was 
called into question and the 
Councilperson agreed that 
leaving the existing perimeter 
sidewalk makes sense.  Certain 
connector paths between park 
entrances, bus stops, and the 
walking trail also seemed to be 
missing, another consideration 
for ease of use that will be ad-
dressed. 
Attendees also requested that 
the path’s northeastern sec-
tion adjacent to the McFarlin 
Tennis center be moved closer 
to San Pedro Ave. The move 
would make room for the 
tentative, unfunded plans to 
relocate one of tennis courts to 
the spot reserved for the walk-
ing trail under the current plan.  
Moving the trail now could 
avoid rework later. 
Finally, neighbors noted that 
the current plan doesn’t ad-
dress the rough and rocky path 
adjacent to the WPA walls 

The landscaped traffic islands 
at W. King's Highway 

and Gramercy were installed 
in memory of two dedicated 
residents who departed this 
earth too soon, former AVNA 
President Jimmy Contreras 
and Jessica Zembala.   On May 
17th, we cleaned out the brush 
and installed new mulch and 
decomposed granite.  Thanks 
neighbors!

Neighborhood Beautification



COMO SE LLAMA?

Our May general meet-
ing is the last one before 
the summer break, so be 

sure to make it!
 

The Llama says 
"Have a great 

summer!"

Tommy, Can You Hear Me? 
By Elizabeth Allen

We had so much fun, we 
decided to do it again. 

And if you haven’t yet, now’s 
your chance. The Alta Vista 
Neighborhood Association is 
teaming up with our friends 
at The Playhouse at San Pedro 
Springs Park to do a fund-
raiser for the neighborhood 
that’s also fun. We’re selling 
tickets ($28 each, available at 
altavistasa.com) to the Satur-
day, August 23 performance 
of the rock opera Tommy, 
which include access to a 
private reception beforehand 
in a beautiful Alta Vista home. 
There we will pick up our 
tickets, and then we’ll stroll or 
drive to the nearby theater to 
take in the show.
Tommy is an electrifying 
rock opera told through the 
legendary music of The Who. 

It chronicles one child’s 
“Amazing Journey” from boy 
to man and misfortune to 
fame. Released in 1969 as the 
first rock opera, it has sold 
more than 20 million copies 
worldwide. Come see The 
Playhouse bring it to life!
The little extra you pay for 
the AVNA tickets will go 
toward funding more com-
munity events that help us 
get to know each other better 
and appreciate the beautiful 
place we live. You can buy the 
tickets for the August 23 per-
formance through any AVNA 
board member or online at 
altavistasa.com. But this is not 
just for Alta Vista residents - 
bring your friends and family 
from all over town and beyond, 
anybody who loves great rock, 
great theater, and great times, 
because (a) The Playhouse puts 

on a great show and (b) we love 
showing people what a cool 
place this is.
When you buy your tickets on 
AVNA you will be directed to 
a page that will give you the 
details on the reception, where 
you will pick up your tickets. 
We will also send you a sepa-
rate email with these details.

May 2014

ALTA VISTA
-A Neighborhood Conservation District-

Page 2

We Make Good Neighbors!

Familiar Faces - Taide's
By Peggy Howe

I went into Taide’s (2322 San 
Pedro at Mulberry)think-

ing it would be much like the 
Mexican markets downtown. 
I love going into these little 
stores but sometimes wish 
they had reason to carry 
more “one of a kind” artisan 
products. Taide’s does just 
that.  Our local import store 
has impressive glassware, 
ceramic and metal smithing 
collections not normally seen 
at traditional mexican-ware 
shops in San Antonio.  
Jorge Gutierrez, Taide’s son, 
runs the store and says he is 
very happy to be in our area. 
His mom runs the Taide’s  
store in Laredo.  The two of 
them do their shopping in 

Central Mexico near their 
their original home, just as 
Jorge’s grandmother did when 
she first started importing 
goods for sale.  
Over the 43 years that Jorge 
and his mom have been in 
the import business they have 

made it a priority to cultivate 
friendships with the Mexican 
artists they represent. Often 
asked to stay at the homes of 
artisans, Taide and Jorge have 
found that these close rela-
tionships allow them access to 
unique products not available 
to most corporate importers. 

I found Taide’s prices to be 
very reasonable. I bought 

two handmade Dias de los 
Muertos candlestick holders 
while I was there for only $14 
each. My gift giving problems 
have been solved for as long as 
Taide’s remains on San Pedro 
at Mulberry! 
taideimports.com
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President 
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HISTORIC 
DESIGNATION?

Whoa, hold up!
The first step is deciding 
what we want the neighbor-
hood to look like.  Lend 
your voice at a 
Community Planning 
Workshop on Saturday, 
May 31 2014 from 9AM-
12PM at the new EcoCen-
ter, 1802 N. Main.

Once we develop a vision 
for the neighborhood, we’ll 
have a better understanding 
of the tools (whether his-
toric designation, changes to 
the Neighborhood Conser-
vation District guidelines,  
other ordinances, or a com-
bination) needed to realize 
our vision.
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http://www.altavistasa.com
http://www.taidesimports.com

