
NEXT MEETING
March 26th, 6:30 PM
Mark Twain Middle 

School Cafeteria
Topic:

Public Safety

2014 MEETING
SCHEDULE

April 30th
May 28th

September 24th
November 19th

CONTACT US
avna@ymail.com•	
altavistasa.com•	
facebook.com (search •	
for “Alta Vista Neigh-
borhood Association”)
District 1 Field Office •	
210.207.0900

By Elizabeth Allen & Erin 
Zayko 

At last month’s meet-
ing we discussed the 

neighborhood’s first and 
second 2014 priorities, 
community review and 
more community build-
ing activities.  For updates 
on these priorities, see 
the related articles in this 
newsletter, then join us 
at the March 26 General 
Meeting where we’ll delve 
deeper into the neighbor-
hood’s third priority, Public 
Safety.  
At the meeting we’ll layout 
recent crime stats and 
discuss what they mean. 
We’ll review and discuss 
the topics submitted by 
residents under the Public 
Safety priority (see list at 

meeting but feel inspired 
to volunteer to help the 
neighborhood association 
develop ideas for public 
safety, please contact us at 
avna@ymail.com. 

The main topics AV resi-
dents listed under the Pub-
lic Safety umbrella are:

Neighborhood crime  �
watch  
Graffiti control �
Police presence �
Student loitering �

Code compliance �

right) and solicit new ideas 
for how to make our com-
munity a safe and secure 
place to live. And, as usual, 
our SAFFE Officer, Felipe 
Santos will be on hand to 
answer questions and 
relay specific infor-
mation about crimes 
in our neighborhood.  
It’s been said that 
our neighborhood has “low” 
crime, but do we know what 
this means?  For certain, 
this idea is no consolation 
for victims in our neigh-
borhood, and, it could be 
argued that it keeps us from 
working harder as a neigh-
borhood to keep crime at 
bay.   We hope you will join 
us for this important meet-
ing. It takes a village. 
If you can’t make it to the 

It Takes A Village

By Claudia Guerra 

The Midtown Neigh-
borhood plan was 

developed in 1998 by many 
citizens and community 
leaders in Alta Vista and 
Beacon Hill. It was up-
dated in 2005 and can be 
found at www.sanantonio.
gov/planning/neighbor-
hoods/Midtown_Plan.asp
Sixteen years later, we con-
tinue to be concerned with 
many of the same issues 
and challenges as then. 
Over the years, we have 
pro-actively met many of 
the concerns our neighbors 
foresaw nearly two decades 
ago. One immediate result 
of the Midtown Plan was 
that Alta Vista became a 
Neighborhood Conserva-
tion District. This served to 
protect our neighborhood 
character while allowing 
our community to develop; 
but as our city continues to 
change and evolve, so do 
our needs. 

Setting our 2014 priori-
ties has brought forth from 
residents many consid-
erations which recall the 
Midtown Plan: protecting 
our neighborhood character, 
consideration of historic 
designation, improved zon-
ing, community building, 
economic development and 
promoting the neighbor-
hood identity. 
In order to move the com-
munity forward and build 
upon the Midtown plan, we 
will be hosting a workshop 
in May, date TBD, for all 
Alta Vista neighbors to 
come together. The goal is 
to gather information from 
residents—your opinions, 
your questions, your recol-
lections of the past, and 
hopes for the future—to 
help shape our next steps 
towards ensuring the well-
being of our neighborhood. 
This will be an informa-
tive, yet also engaging and 
fun process. We will delve 

Next Steps for Community Review
into oral history, memory 
mapping, and platicas 
(community conversation) 
to come to an understand-
ing of our neighborhood 
character and what we as a 
community want to protect 
and conserve. Ultimately, we 
all want to create a neigh-
borhood that thrives.  We 
will continue to provide 
more details in next month’s 
newsletter and other forms 
of communication, includ-
ing Facebook. Please take 
time to think about what 
you love about our neigh-
borhood, what pieces of in-
formation you might know 
about or want to know, 
and who in the neighbor-
hood might have been a 
witness to the evolution of 
our community. Please feel 
free to send ideas to AVNA 
secretary and Community 
Review Committee Chair, 
Claudia Guerra at  
claudia@syncrostudio.com. 
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CRIME 
PREVENTION 

TIPS

Leave your porch lights 
on	at	night	•	Stop	or	ar-
range pickup of mail and 
newspapers when out of 
town	•	Let	a	neighbor	
know you’ll be gone so 
they can keep an eye on 
things	for	you	•	Report	
suspicious activity to the 
police non-emergency 
number, (210) 207-7273 
•	Trim	back	heavy	shrub-
bery close to the house to 
reduce cover that prowl-
ers	might	use	•	Know	
your neighbors 

At the March meeting, 
join us to discuss 

Public Safety
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