
S P E C I A L  

P O I N T S  O F  

I N T E R E S T :  

The next general meeting 

is on Wednesday, May 29,  

2013 at 6:30pm in the 

Mark Twain Middle School 

Cafeteria. 

 

Alta Vista is a non-profit 

501 (c) (4) organization. 

Donations and the $10/yr 

dues are tax deductible.   

 

Our next meeting is on 

September 25th.  Stay 

current this summer on 

Facebook or visit  our web-

site at AltaVistaSA.com  

 

Visit our website for a com-

plete summary of the Park 

Bond Meeting. 

 

Questions?  Write to  

AVNA @ Ymail.com 
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V o t e  f o r  o r  a g a i n s t  H i s t o r i c  

D e s i g n a t i o n  o n  W e d ,  M a y  2 9 t h  

Over the last few weeks Alta 

Vista neighbors and friends 

have asked me whether I am 

for or against historic designa-
tion for our neighborhood. 

Some of them know that I 

work for the UTSA Research 

Center for Cultural Sustain-

ability (CCS). At the center, 

we conduct many forms of 

research to provide communi-

ties with the knowledge they 

need for the conservation of 

their historic resources. Most 

recently, I have been working 
with UTSA architecture fac-

ulty to create a plan which 

assists the Missions District 

(Council District 3) in creating 

economic prosperity by utiliz-

ing their historic architecture 

for small business endeavors. 

On a volunteer basis I have 

been working with the West 

Side Preservation Alliance and 

the city’s Office of Historic 

Preservation to designate 
properties on the West Side as 

historic while also applying 

for National Landmark Desig-

nation from the National Park 

Service. I guess because they 

know about my work, they 

think I have formed an opinion 

about our neighborhood. The 

truth however, is that I  

haven’t. I really don’t know. 

Because of the work that I do 
at the CCS, I know that what 

is right for one neighborhood 

is not uniformly right for 

every neighborhood. I know 

that what is right for the Mis-

sions Districts would not work 

on the West Side. I know that 

what is right for King William 

might not be right for us, and 

that what is supposedly correct 

for Monte Vista, is definitely 

not correct for Alta Vista. In 
recent weeks, I have worked 

with the Alta Vista Corridor 

Sub-Committee to prevent an 

intrusive parking lot on W. 

Woodlawn. Through it all, I 

kept thinking that historic des-

ignation would help prevent 

this battle. We would have 

protective measures in place to 

ensure the character of our 

neighborhood while also en-

couraging appropriate land use 

and business development. It 
has made me think about my 

best friends in childhood, 

Claire and Constance Wong. 

The Wong family owned a 

small grocery on what is now 

the vacant lot at the corner of 

Woodlawn and Flores. I spent 

many happy summer vacation 

days in that building. During 

summer vacation, I would visit 

the Wongs. We played in the 
store running around the aisles 

on a beautiful, thin-slat wood 

floor. Mrs. Wong would call 

us upstairs for lunch. As we 

ran outdoors and climbed the 

external staircase to their 

apartment, we promised Mr. 

Wong that we wouldn’t tell 

her about the banana popsicles 

he gave us. I didn’t know then 

that the wood frame two-story 

structure was a traditional live/
work situation; that it was the 

sort of ideal business that al-

lowed communities and indi-

viduals to thrive and be sus-

tainable. My children will 

never experience the joys of 

that building. While walking 

our neighborhood blocks col-

lecting names for a petition 

against the Woodlawn parking 

lot, I ran into Paul Sartory 
cultivating his garden. I know 

this garden has been a point of 

contention in the neighbor-

hood, but as I stood there talk-

ing to him, I realized the Sar-

tory’s are recreating a historic 

live/work business. Secondly, 

I thought of history. I sud-

denly had a hunch that maybe, 

since this neighborhood was a 

pre-war development, it was 

very possible, in fact likely, 
that victory gardens dotted this 

entire area during the war. 

Research into our neighbor-

hood will yield an answer to 

that. It is this very sort of re-

search that will yield the ap-

propriate historic standards for 

our neighborhood. Whether by 

historic designation or some 

the public.  

Call 207-6924 or write to: 
 Jamaal.Moreno@sanantonio.gov  

Visit AltaVistaSA.com for a 

complete summary. 

A feasible plan for a complete 

trail has not yet been pre-

sented, partly due to an effort 

to include the removal of two 
of the baseball fields which is 

a vision of Phase III of the 

park’s master plan and not set 

to be addressed in this bond. 

Project Manager, Jamaal Mo-
reno, is asking for input from 
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President 
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Vice-President 

Maricel De Leon Stephen 

Treasurer 

Alma Noriega-Sotirhos 

Secretary 

Ben Judson 

Members at Large 

Elizabeth Allen 

Jo Anne Comeaux 

Mark Porter 
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Let’s do our share.  Help 

the San Antonio Food Bank 

by bringing non-perishable 

food items to the general 

meeting on Wed May 29th! 

other means, this neighbor-

hood must be protected on the 

basis of its particular charac-

teristics and not something we 
conjure up as our ideal history 

based on nostalgic romanti-

cism. At the CCS we say that 

we are not proponents of pres-

ervation in a bell jar, that is, 

not everything old is good and 

should be saved. Good preser-

vation allows us to select those 

elements of the past that help 

us have a future. It is a democ-

ratic process, not one created 
by a few.  Whatever this 

neighborhood decides, we 

must do something to ensure 

the perpetuation and sustain-

ability of our place. My chil-

dren will never know the won-

ders of the Wong Food Store, 

but I hope they don’t grow up 

in a neighborhood of asphalt 

parking lots or a place where 

neighbors are pitted against 

each other over the “right” 
paint color. If we work on this 

together, democratically, we 

can develop guidelines that 

give us both flexibility and 

protection. My question isn't 

whether historic designation is 

right for us.  My question is, 

can we do historic designation 

right? 
 

By Claudia Guerra 
 

The AVNA has invited Eliza-

beth Porterfield from the Of-

fice of Historic Preservation to 

return and speak in more detail 

about our neighborhood and 

answer questions.  We plan to 

vote on whether or not to 

initiate an application for 

Historic Status on Wednes-

day, May 29th at the general 

meeting in the Mark Twain 

Middle School Cafeteria at 

6:30pm.  All neighbors who 

support, oppose, or perhaps 

are still unsure of this change 

in designation are encouraged 

to come, ask questions and 

cast their votes.   

We will also be collecting 

donations for the food bank.  

S a n  P e d r o  S p r i n g s  P a r k   

B o n d  M e e t i n g  S u m m a r y   



 

If you have any prices of standard 

products or services, you can include a 

listing of those here. You may want to 

refer your readers to any other forms 

of communication that you’ve created 

for your organization. 

You can also use this space to remind 

readers to mark their calendars for a 

regular event, such as a breakfast 

meeting for vendors every third Tues-

day of the month, or a biannual charity 

auction. 

If space is available, this is a good 

place to insert a clip art image or some 

other graphic. 

This story can fit 175-225 words. 

If your newsletter is folded and mailed, 

this story will appear on the back. So, 

it’s a good idea to make it easy to read 

at a glance. 

A question and answer session is a 

good way to quickly capture the atten-

tion of readers. You can either compile 

questions that you’ve received since 

the last edition or you can summarize 

some generic questions that are fre-

quently asked about your organization. 

A listing of names and titles of manag-

ers in your organization is a good way 

to give your newsletter a personal 

touch. If your organization is small, you 

may want to list the names of all em-

ployees. 
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We make good neighbors! 

Buying or Selling a Home?  
Call  

Linda Puente Talbott 
Associate Broker 

 

Serving the Alta Vista Area  
for over 10 years! 

210- 415- 4632 
Hablo Espanol! 

 

www.lindatalbott.com 
 

linda.talbott06@gmail.com  

A L T A  V I S T A  N E I G H B O R H O O D  A S S O C I A T I O N  

 

A  N E I G H B O R H O O D  C O N S E R V A T I O N  D I S T R I C T  

 

Call for an appointment.  Pay only $10 for 
rabies vaccine if not already vaccinated. 

F i r s t  A n n u a l  C o m m u n i t y  Y a r d  S a l e   

506 W Kings Hwy  
Pottery Barn dining table 

(kitten not included), art, 

antique furniture… 

and lots of really good stuff!  

535 W Kings Hwy  
Antique Teak Wood 

Asian sofa (Garden 

Bench) $200 

French Art Deco bar 

and buffet $200 

Antique flamed ma-

hogany secretary's 

desk $200 

Vintage wooden file 

cabinet ( tower with 

four drawers) $100 

Antique Chaise 
lounge $200 

Metal 2 drawer filing 

cabinet $20 ( no 

photo) 4 Spanish re-

vival chairs $100 ( no 

photo) 

Large metal and glass 

showcase/bulletin 

$150 ( no photo) 

all pricing is  

negotiable 

many more house 

items  

535 W Huisache  
TVs, electronics, 

luggage, kitchen-

ware, clothing, 

costumes, stroller, 

puzzles and toys. 

609 W Agarita 
150 Gallon  

Aquarium, and 

many miscellaneous 

household items. 

 

510 W. Huisache  
GE washer/dryer requires re-

pair, Giant sport tubes, several 

small TVs 26”shown, Murray 

lawn mower requires repair, 

other household items. 

521 W Mulberry 
Bicycle, candle 

holders, humidifier, 

gifts, many more 

household items. 

618 W Mistletoe 
Furniture, includ-

ing Asian style 

dressers, Tiffany 

style lamp, TV, 

metal storage with 

shelves, chain saw 

in case, living room 

table, fishing 

equipment, garden 

tools, toys, frames, 

other house items. 

605 W Mulberry 
Housewares, cloth-

ing, furniture, and a 

variety of  

miscellaneous  

household items. 

Thanks to all the residents that participated in the  

First Annual Community Yard Sale!   

We hope everyone gets a chance to browse the 

neighborhood and meet your neighbors and make this 

first sale a great success! 


